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 Pastor’s  Pen                                       

 Matthew 14:22-34.   

In your life there's no need to hear the word if the word will never be applied to your daily 
 living. It's not your talk or praise that gives confirmation to the Word,  it's your walk that   
validates the Word of God. There are times in this life that a simple task can become a tiresome 
burden; a simple feat can become an insurmountable objective; a small job can become a large 
one all because there are forces working against you. Do you have any forces working against you? 
 
I want us to thank Jesus for being in a position to pray for us up there while we're down here. Your tasks that you confront 
as contrary are handled, better because He is up there praying for you. There are moments when it seems like there is no 
forward progression because of the situation you're in.  At least you have comfort in knowing that you're not knocked out 
or forced backwards because Jesus is up there praying for you. That's why Jesus tells you to take courage because the 
worst is over.  He says, ―I was up there praying for you, now I'm right here with you.‖ Renew your faith because He is 
here. So, when that unexpected bill comes in the mail, an unexpected illness, tragedy, death, or that unexpected car 
problem occurs it won't break you down because Jesus has your back. God wants you to Step out, Stand up and Stay 

focused on Him. If you place all your cares on Him, there's no need to worry what tomorrow will bring. 

Enlarge Our Territory  

 9"And Jabez was more honourable than his brethren: and his mother called his name 
Jabez, saying, Because I bare him with sorrow.  10And Jabez called on the God of Israel, 
saying, Oh that thou wouldest bless me indeed, and enlarge my coast, and that thine 
hand might be with me, and that thou wouldest keep me from evil, that it may not 

grieve me! And God granted him that which he requested." 

- 1 Chronicles 4:9-10 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Scripture of the Quarter 

1 Peter  5: 1-10 
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                  JANUARY 2011 HIGHLIGHTS 

                                              A GREAT RECIPE…. FOR THE NEW YEAR 

1. Take a 10-30minute walk every day. While you walk, smile. It is the best antidepressant. 

2. Sit in silence for at least 10 minutes each day. Talk to God about what is going on in your life. Buy a lock if you have to. 

3. When you wake up in the morning, complete the following statement, ―I am thankful for___.‖ 

4. Eat more foods that grow on trees and plants  and east less food that is manufactured in plants. 

5. Drink green tea and plenty of water. Eat blueberries, wild Alaskan salmon, broccoli, almonds and walnuts. 

6. Try to make at least three  people smile each day. 

7. Don’t waste your precious energy on gossip, energy vampires, issues of the past, negative thoughts or things you cannot  

8. control. Instead, invest your energy in the positive present moment. 

9. Eat breakfast like a king, lunch like a prince and dinner like a college kid with a maxed out charge card. 

10. Life isn’t fair, but it’s still good. 

11. Life is too short to waste time hating anyone. 

12. Don’t take yourself so seriously. No one else does. 

13. You are not so important that you have to win every argument. Agree or disagree. 

14. Make peace with your past so it won’t spoil the present. 

15. Don’t compare your life to others. You have no idea what their journey is all about. 

16. No one is n charge of your happiness except you. 

17. Frame every so-called disaster with these words, ‖In five years, will this matter?‖ 

18. Forgive everyone for everything. 

19. What other people think of you is none of your business. 

20. God heals everything, but you have to ask Him. 

21. However good or bad a situation is, it will change. 

22. Your job won't take care of you when you are sick….your friends will. Stay in touch. 

23. Envy is a waste of time. You already have all you need.. 

24. Each night before you go to bed, complete the following statement, ―I am thankful for_____.‖ 

25. Remember that you are too blessed to be stressed. 

26. When you are feeling down, start listing your many blessings. You’ll be smiling before you know it.  

 

TAKING A LOOK BACK….. 
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BLACK  HISTORY MONTH HONOREES… 

During Black History month, we recognized great leaders who fought the good fight to ensure future generations of African American 

people will have the same opportunities shared by all mankind.  Two of our very own Crossing Jor-

dan family members are among those leaders.  

In addition to being the first black chief at the Valdosta Fire Department, J.D. Rice has reached many 

career goals that did not come without some hard work and faith. 

Among those accomplishments are: first black ever elected as president of the Georgia Fire Chiefs 

Association in 2001, appointed by Georgia Governor Sonny Perdue to the Georgia Board of Public 

Safety in 2004, co-authored two books on firefighter safety and fire protection (published by Okla-

homa State University), the 89th person in the country to receive the National Professional Qualifica-

tion Board Certified Firefighter designation in 1990… and more. 

FEBRUARY HIGHLIGHTS 

  The month of February was a month filled with love. That love was just the core embedded inside of the celebrating, honoring and 

paying tribute to men and women who have boldly stepped out on faith and planted seeds with each step. 

 ALSO… 

Maysoe Wiley was honored and recognized for the first black member of the Cook County Board of 

Education. After losing both of his parents before he became an adult, Wiley went on to successfully 

graduate from high school and then college. In 2001, he started his own business, Wiley’s Electric, 

Inc. He later felt the calling to make a difference in the lives of his community’s children.  In July 

2010, Wiley  announced he was running for a spot on the Cook County School Board.  Despite the 

odds stacked against      him and after fighting an uphill battle against a long-time member of the board, 

Wiley became the first African American to serve on the Cook County School Board from district 3 on November 20, 2010.  

AND THEN THERE WERE THE WOMEN…. 

 Crossing Jordan Baptist Church celebrated the 3rd Annual Women’s Conference Feb,19.  The theme for this year’s event was ―You 

are mine. Do you believe it?‖ Presiding over the event was Minister Bonita Bailey from the Church at Pine Hill.   

After the ministry of music by Sister LaShandra Wiley, Evangelist Dorothy Holmes and Rebirth Fellowship Ministries and the ministry of 

dance by 9-year-oldTrinity Jones (Antioch Baptist Church), the message was delivered by guest pastor Gail Finley from Unity Church 

of God. The theme was taken from Isaiah 43:1-3... 

―Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine.  When you pass through the 

waters, I will be with you, and through the rivers, They shall not overwhelm you. When you walk through 

fire, you shall not be Burned, and the flame shall not consume you. For I am the Lord your God, the Holy 

one of Israel, your Savior.‖ 

Nikki Forman reads a list of accomplishments 

made by Valdosta Fire Chief J.D. Rice during 

Crossing Jordan’s ―Moments in Black History.‖  

Presenting the award is Michelle Rice, wife of 

Chief Rice. Photo by Brother Ronald Skrine 

Maysoe Wiley Sr. 

Trinity Jones, 9, ministers to ―All I Need is a 

Touch From You‖  at the 3rd  Annual Wom-

en’s  Conference  Feb 19, 2011.  Jones is a 

member of Antioch Baptist Church. 
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The Crossing Jordan Step Team at the Phi Beta Sigma 

Annual Step Show held February 26. 2nd place winners. 

Photo by  Brother Ronald Skrine/Peacekeeper Photos 
Crossing Jordan Men’s Choir under the direction of Brother EJ 

Smith during the Black History Month service. Photo by Sister 

Dawn Castro 

Third Annual Crossing Jordan Women’s 

Conference 

February 19, 2011 

Photos by Sister Dawn Castro and       Tie-

ka Skrine 
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MARCH  HIGHLIGHTS 

Florida Memorial 

 Collegiate Challenge month is the time each year where college students from 

around the country travel outside of their local  areas to volunteer their time, 

take part in fellowshipping with  believers in Christ and establish new lifelong  

friendships/connections. Crossing Jordan was honored to have received students 

from the Florida Memorial University Choir and  students from the University of 

Connecticut. 

Raymond Jackson, student conductor with the Florida Ambassador Choral, said 

Valdosta was just one of the groups many stops before returning to the Sunshine 

State.  

―Valdosta was our last stop before returning to school,‖ Jackson said. ―We went 

to Tallahassee, New York and Pennsylvania, and we  did it during our Spring 

Break. ‖The freshman added that the two hour rehearsals, three times a week in 

addition to the travel takes its toll after a while but the group has a deep passion for singing.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 Enlarge Our Territory…     

  was the theme for the 2011 Church Appreciation  honoring Pastor Ronnie Mathis and 

First Lady Sister Betty Mathis.   

Members of Crossing Jordan and friends from the community gathered at the James 

Rainwater Conference Center March 25  to recognize and say thank you to the    

devoted leaders.  

Brother Dwight Miller and Sister Nikki Forman acted as the Master and Mistress of Ceremony. The  special event was filled with 

music, food, gift presentations,  ministry through mime and words of appreciation before an insightful message was delivered by  

guest speaker, Pastor C.L Ponder.   

Valdosta Mayor John Fretti was in attendance briefly and made a tribute to Pastor Mathis on behalf of the city.  

All we dressed in their finest formal and semi formal wear to honor the great man and woman of God who not only  take the time 

to lead the wayward flock by examples in their own walk with Christ but also officiates as leaders in the community. 

In March, Crossing Jordan celebrated two spirit-filled occasions… Collegiate Challenge Month and  Pastor and First Lady’s 4th– year 

Church Appreciation  

Florida Memorial Ambassador Chorale 

Peacekeeper Photos 
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Jordan Journal 

~    Your Blessing is on the Way   ~ 

 
Your blessing is on the way. 

For the price and debt He had to pay. 
The pain and  suffering you’ve had to go through, 

Our Lord has precious gifts in store for you. 
Life can be  more than just a dream, 

Things are not as bad as they often seem. 
Each day is a challenge we have to live with. 

Hoping for something to give us a lift. 
The battle we fought has already been won. 

When Jesus died for us, it was finished and done. 
We should all take time and celebrate 

The goodness of the Lord and love that is so great. 
When we stand together hand in hand 
Satan can no longer have his demands 

There is power in the name of Jesus 
When we call on Him, He will be there to meet us. 

 
                                                                      By Delores Thurman 

SPOTLIGHT  

MEMBER  OF  THE  QUARTER 

Minster Raymond G. Copeland is the son of George Copeland and Rachelle      

Homer. At the age of 3 Raymond knew what his occupation would be. He  attended church with  

his great-grand mother, sat on the front pew with her and praised God with everything he had.  

As time went on, Raymond moved to Cheasapeake, Virginia, with his focus still on the same, the 

family joined New Discipleship Worship Center under the leadership of Bishop A. E. Moses.  

Bishop Moses saw the mighty hand of God upon this young man’s life so he allowed Raymond to 

bring the word on every 4th Sunday. He saw great potential in him, and therefore, at the age of 

11 Raymond was ordained as a minister of the gospel. 

 

Raymond returned to Valdosta and attended Valdosta High School.  He was a part of the 

Marching Cats playing drum line. He joined Spirit and Truth Ministers Church of God By Faith as 

Youth Pastor. After completing school at VHS, he moved to Atlanta to work and to do his studies. 

When the Lord called Raymond back to Valdosta, he was led to Crossing Jordan where he  

became a member  in January of 2010. As an associate minister, he services the Pastor and 

helps with the youth department.  After completing courses with Leadership University,  he  

became the unit Director of the Barwick Rd. Boys & Girls. 

 

Copeland said the most important thing for him to do is lend a helping hand in any way, shape  

or form. He is very energetic, motivated and loves to praise God with all his might. 

Minister Raymond Copeland 
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Exhortation Ministry 

Intercessory Prayer at 

   9 a.m. every third 

       Sunday 

 

  SOMETHING FOR 

YOU TO FEAST ON- 

 

     When you’re down 

to nothing, God is up to     

        something. 

                              CROSSING JORDAN CHRISTIAN ACADEMY 

              Dr. Ronnie Mathis, CEO     ~    Mrs. Veronica Granados, Director 
307 Mildred Street, Valdosta, GA 31601    Phone: (229) 241-0262  fax: 241-0261 
                              Email– crossingjordanm@bellsouth.net   
                      Hours of Operation~ Monday-Friday 6 a.m.-5:30 p.m. 
                                Night Care Available until 12 a.m.  
                                      Tuition fee: $85 weekly 
                                           Ages 3-5 years 
                            Before/After School Enrichment program  
                           3 p.m.– 5:30 p.m.  ~    Ages 5—12 years 
 

     F Y I ... 

DEACON’S MINISTRY 

 ―The Pastor’s Assistants in the Ministry‖ 

 (based on the first letter of you last name) 

A-B-C 

Bro. Dennis Thurman     229-245-8258 

D-E-F-G 

Bro. Jesse Holmes   229-245-8691 

H-I-J-K 

Bro. Stacey Holmes  229-232-6970 

L-M-N-O 

Bro. J D Rice           229-506-0842 

P-Q-R-S 

Bro. Maysoe Wiley, Sr.  229-251-6125 

T-U-V-W-X-Y-Z 

Bro. Garry Lenoir        229-245-1555 

 Strategic Plan for Crossing Jordan 2011 

                            G.I.F.T.S 

         Giving In Faith Together Sacrificially 
Give, and it shall be given unto you; good     
measure, pressed down and shaken together and 
running over, shall men given into your bosom. For 
with  the same measure that ye meet withal it shall 
be measured to you again. Luke 6:38 KJV 

 

                       GOAL:  $100,000 
Purpose: To pay off our church mortgage,  
expand on our church building with additional  
bathrooms and classrooms. 
Program:  Every member of CJBC gives $1 per 
day for the entire year.*  
Period: First Fruit Sunday May 2011- April 2012 
* This is beyond your tithes and offerings. 

     EDUCATION 

 Opportunities  for Spiritual      

Growth… 

Bible School every                     

Sunday at 9:45 a.m. 

Praise and Worship Service 
Sunday at 11 a.m. 

 
Bible Study every Tuesday at 7 p.m. 

 
New Member Orientation every 

Sunday at 10 a.m. 
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The Crossing Jordan Sunbeam 

Choir under the direction of  

Sister Pearl Phillips. 

 

Photo by Sister Dawn Castro 
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                                             ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Calling all ministry leaders/department heads… Please let the 

staff of the Jordan Journal know what news or events you have to 

share with the body of Christ. This can be anything from praise 

reports to member spotlighting to community events, etc. To submit 

your information,  e-mail Sister Dawn Castro at 

gdschld72@yahoo.com.  

      

                            CHURCH INFORMATION 
LIST OF MINISTRIES 

Armor Bearer Ministry 

Beautifying (Cleaning) Ministry 

Choir 

Christian Education 

College Connection 

Convalescent (Nursing Home) 

Culinary Ministry 

Daughters of Destiny 

Deacon Ministry 

Exhortation Ministry 

I Care Ministry 

  *Website Ministry 

   *Public Relations 

    *Hospitality Ministry 

    *Membership &  Orientation 

Media Ministry 

Parking Lot Ministry 

S.W.A.T. Ministry 

Transportation Ministry 

Usher Ministry 

W.O.W. (Women of Wisdom) 

Youth Ministry 

        Pastor ~ Dr. Ronnie J. Mathis                            Leading Lady~  Sis Betty Mathis 

       1401 Cypress Street                                            Email: crossingjordanm@bellsouth.net 

       Valdosta, Georgia 31601                                     Website: www.cossingjordanbaptistchurch.org 

       Phone: (229) 249-9761                                         Fax: (229) 241-0261 

 

                                                    Jordan Journal Staff 

Tieka Skrine-  Editor-  media@crossingjordanbaptistchurch.org 

Belivia Corbettð Contributing Writerð belleofjoy@gmail.com 

Dawn Castroð Layout/ Contributing Writer- gdschld72@yahoo.com 

Vision statement 

Crossing Jordan Baptist Church will fulfill its 

mission by cultivating committed Christians 

to minister in this six fold manner: building 

up leaders, equipping the laity, reaching the 

lost, exalting the Lord, advancing by learning 

and nurturing through love.  

                                                     Mission Statement... 

Crossing Jordan Baptist Church exists to bring glory and honor to our  Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ by cultivating committed  Christians to minister through worship, the word, and witnessing, 

to its congregation, community, city, county, country and  those throughout the world.                                                                                                                                                                       


